
Reporting Suspicious Activity 
Be Observant!   

Try to be aware of what is going on around 

you, keep your eyes and ears open to 

suspicious persons or activities in the area 

and report such activities to Police.   

 

Suspicious activities can refer to incidents, 

events, individuals or circumstances that 

seem unusual or out of place.  Some 

common examples of suspicious activities 

include:  

 A stranger loitering in your neighborhood 

 A vehicle cruising the streets 

repeatedly 

 Someone peering into cars or windows 

 High volume of traffic going to and 

coming from a home on a daily basis 

 Someone loitering around schools, 

parks or secluded areas 

 Strange odors coming from a house or 

building 

 Open or broken doors and windows at 

a closed business or unoccupied 

residence;  

 Sounds of breaking glass, gunshots, 

screaming or fighting 

 Strangers removing license plates or 

loading valuables into vehicles from a 

residence even if the moving truck 

looks legitimate.  

Remember - A quick and accurate 

description of events, vehicles, and 

persons can make all the difference in 

apprehending a potential criminal.  

Any type of activity or circumstance 

that seems unusual should be 

reported. 

 

When to Call 911 and When Not! 

When To Call 

 Suspicious activities in progress!  

Don’t wait to talk to your 

coordinator or Crime Prevention.  

Let us check it out as it is 

happening! 

 Medical emergency (examples: 

chest pain, extreme shortness of 

breath, uncontrolled bleeding). 

 Motor vehicle accident. 

 Fire. 

 When a life is in danger. 

 

When Not to Call 

 The power is off. 

 Asking for directions to the 

hospital. 

 Asking for telephone numbers of 

others. 

 Requesting to speak with a 

particular officer. 

 Inquiring as to the time and day. 

 Inquiring about community 

activities and locations.  
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. 



What is Lock It or Lose It? 
The Farmington Hills  Police 
Department developed an intensive 
public education and crime prevention 
program, "Lock It or Lose It", to remind 
citizens that many property crimes can 
be prevented by simply locking vehicle 
doors. 

A recent study of property crimes, 
including home and vehicle burglaries, 
showed nearly two thirds of the events 
involved unlocked doors or car drivers 
who left valuables in plain view 
without locking their doors. Many of 
these crimes can be prevented with 
some simple, common sense actions 
on the part of all of us. . 

Here are a few crime prevention tips 
to help keep us from becoming the 
victim of a burglary or theft: 

 Remember to always secure your 
car doors when parking your 
vehicle, even for just a few 
minutes. It takes just a matter of 
seconds to enter an unsecured 
vehicle. 

 Do not leave valuables, such as 
purses, cell phones, portable 
radios, packages, spare keys, 
garage door openers, etc. in plain 

view inside your vehicle . If you cannot 
take the items with you secure them in in 
the trunk. Thieves will search other 
vehicles that are easier targets if they do 
not see anything of value in your car. 

 Park in well lighted areas at night. Light is 
an enemy of thieves. 

 Keep your garage door closed and locked 
at night. Many burglaries to garages 
occur with doors left wide open. An open 
garage door is an invitation to a thief to 
take anything in sight. 

 Be suspicious of anyone approaching 

your vehicle or roaming your 

neighborhood.  

 

How Do the Police Notify You 

of Emergencies? 
The Farmington Hills Police 

Department reaches out to the 

community in a social media format 

– NIXLE.  NIXLE is an alert system 

which our department utilizes to 

send out messages regarding 

activity.  These messages can range 

from missing persons or home 

invasions, to alarm testing or 

community events.  

 

You can sign up using either your 

email or text message system, or 

both.  FHPD does not have access to 

your contact information, it remains 

secure on NIXLE’s servers.   

 

You may sign up for NIXLE at 

www.NIXLE.com or text your zip 

code to 888777 to opt-in. 

www.fhgov.com 

Practice T-L-C 
  

TAKE OUT VALUABLES  

LOCK YOUR VEHICLE  

CLOSE YOUR WINDOWS &  

   SUN/MOON ROOF 


